
We apologize for the long gap 
since our last update. Since that 
time 2016 wrapped up and now 
we’re well into 2017!  

At the beginning of the year 4 
new trainers and interns were 
hired to help The Zanokhanyo 
Network (TZN) reach the goal of 
training 1000 people this year. 
Training trainers is a very intense 
process, but so far it seems like 
these 4 will be a great asset to 
the organization.  

To date 8 job readiness courses 
have been trained in 4 locations. 
This is a hectic pace, but one that 
seems imperative to bring hope 
to as many people as possible. At 
one of the graduations last week 
a 60 year old woman said that as 
of 

that day she had a new name, 
“Graduate.” She was the first per-
son in her family to graduate from 
anything, and her joy was palpa-
ble. At the same graduation a visi-
tor from another organization en-
couraged the graduates by telling 
them that character, integrity and 
godliness were the most important 
things they could offer to employ-
ers, so he was very pleased to 
hear that this is exactly what TZN 
is all about.  

Last week Common Good hosted a 
businessperson’s breakfast as an 
awareness-raiser and fundraiser. 
Many people were excited to learn 
about the efforts of the organiza-
tion to bring the love of Christ into 
some of the many areas of bro-
kenness in South African society. 
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I TEMS FOR PRAISE  

& PRAYER:  

 Great start to the year at TZN 

 The continued growth of the 
job readiness training 

 A restful and fun time with 
James & William over Christ-
mas 

 For the new interns and train-
ers as they face the challenges 
of training very broken people 

 For the work at Mokone 
Primary and the Mokone 
“Dream Team”  

 For our Small Group & the 
Justice Ministry team 

 For Mokone Primary to join 
the collaboration schools 
project 

 For a mission team to come to 
Cape Town 

 For Common Ground’s vision 
for the next 5 years 

 For James & William as they 
work and study 

 For God to be glorified 
through all that we do 

Mokone Primary & Barcelona Children’s Home 

At the end of 2016 
our church congrega-
tion put together gift 
bags for all of the 
staff at Mokone Pri-
mary. These were 
received with much 
joy! 

This year the Friday 
Numeracy team has 
gotten off to a great 
start. We have close 
to 20 volunteers most 
weeks. We are focus-
ing on reinforcing the 
basics, as the children 
are very far behind 
where they should be. 
In addition, Leslie has 
continued teaching 
Life Orientation to 

Grade 7. So far, the 
children are eager to 
learn and grow. 

We have recently put 
together a “Dream 
Team” for Mokone 
consisting of people 
who have been in-
volved there for a 
number of years. The 
goal is to really seek 
God to determine how 
our congregation can 
have a maximum im-
pact at the school. 
We feel like the big-
gest part of the battle 
is spiritual, so ap-
proaching everything 
in prayer will be the 
first step.  

We have had one Su-
per Saturday at the 
school so far this 
year, and well over 
100 children came. It 
was fairly chaotic, but 
the children had a lot 
of fun.  

Pastor Julius, Irene 
and the children at 
Barcelona Children’s 
Home are doing well. 
Several of the older 
children have gone to 
live with family mem-
bers, but there are 
still 30 children living 
there. They are hap-
py, healthy and flour-
ishing.   
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“How do we know 

God loves us?” 

A question posed 

by a Grade 7 

learner at Mokone 

Primary 
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James and William arrived to-
gether in mid-December after 
a somewhat adventurous trav-
el experience. They got to 
spend the night in Addis Ababa 
due to a missed connection. 
We had a great time with 
them while they were here. 
They are both back in Virginia 
now, studying and working. 
William celebrated his 21st 
birthday last week! 

The day after William left, 
Leslie went to South Carolina 
to spend some time with her 
parents as her father was re-
covering from hip replacement 
surgery. It was a real blessing 
to be able to spend time with 
them, and her Dad made a 
remarkably quick recovery. 

Soon after her return a young 
man that we had known since 
he was about 10 died unex-
pectedly. Olwethu had been 
very involved with mission 

teams and holiday clubs, he 
had done the job readiness 
course and participated in the 
gap year program at Common 
Ground church. He had epilep-
sy, which was poorly con-
trolled, and his death was the 
result of a seizure. He was 20. 
We had a memorial service for 
him, which helped his family 
understand how much he had 
impacted people around the 
world in spite of his challeng-
ing upbringing. In addition, 
the family invited us to attend 
a special “sending off” cere-
mony in Langa. It was a real 
privilege to be included in this 
event. We will miss Olwethu, 
but we are confident that he’s 
with Jesus now and that his 
suffering is over. 

Our church recently celebrated 
20 years since its founding. It 
was amazing to look back at 
how much the Lord has done 
in such a short time. It started 
with 50 people and is now 

4000 people in 9 congrega-
tions. As part of the celebra-

tion the church vision for the 
next 5 years is to give 5 “gifts” 
to the city: to multiply Christ-
followers, multiply congrega-
tions, multiply compassion and 
justice, multiply cultural re-
newal, and multiply church 
strengthening. What an in-
credible vision! 

This past week Tim participat-
ed in the Advance Africa con-
ference. Our church is part of 
the Advance Church Planting 
Network, and this was their 
annual conference. It was an 
excellent and inspiring event.  

With all of the turmoil in the 
country and the world, it is 
easy to be anxious. Jesus re-
minds us in John 14:27, “Let 
not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.” In 
the midst of everything, we 
always have so much for 
which to be thankful. Thank 
you for the part you play in 
keeping the gospel moving 
forward in Cape Town. May 
God bless you. 

Other News 

Top L: James, William & Tim; Top R: Super Sat-
urday team; Middle L: William, Leslie & James; 
Middle: A Zanokhanyo graduate showing his 
achievement ribbons from work; Bottom L: 
Staff at Mokone Primary with their gift bags; 
Bottom R: Tim, Leslie, William & James 


